According to opinion polls published in the mainstream press, health care has overtaken violence and unemployment as the principal problem in Brazilian society. In the last Congress of the Brazilian Association of Public Health (ABRASCO), I contended that there is more than a "rock in the path" of the Unified National Health System (SUS) -there is an entire quarry. And I insist on the impasse: despite the growth of the SUS, there are clear indications that we are failing to meet a major share of the people's health needs. The first challenge is that the system has not become a priority for the Brazilian government (with a few counties and States as exceptions). These exceptions serve to demonstrate that it would be possible to build a real public health system in the country. But the system's current backseat status has prevented Brazil from tackling the political and organizational changes and issues with the healthcare model needed to consolidate it. No one can safely predict today whether we will have a single, unified health system in the future, or a limited public network for treating low-income populations with targeted programs.
